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 LDS Li ne Source System at the Donmar Warehouse

Aut ograph Sound Recordi ng i s  us i ng LDS7 0 0  r i bbon 
l oudspeakers on a producti on of  Stephen Sondhei m's 
Paci f ic Overtures at the Donmar Warehouse.  The musical,  
whi ch cont i nues Autograph's long relat i onshi p wi th the 
theatre,  chronicles the arrival of an American expedition on 
the Japanese island of Nippon in 1853,  changing the ancient 
kingdom's way of life forever.

"Pacific Overtures is a fantastic musical which requires subtle 
amplification, "  says Lidster.  "Choosing a loudspeaker system 
for this type of reinforcement while providing the auditorium 
with even,  360-degree coverage is extremely difficult.  These 
problems are made worse at the Donmar as it has no obvious 
loudspeaker rigging positions,  and this particular
production is unusual because it is performed in the round,  
with the stage in the centre of the theatre."

The Swedish-manufactured LDS700 loudspeakers are a 1400mm 
hi gh box contai ni ng a conti nuous ( 1400mm long)  ri bbon 
loudspeaker designed to stack
vertically to create a true 'line array' source,  offering extremely 
high audio fidelity.

" As  wi t h a l l  r i bbon s pea ker s ,  t he LDS7 0 0  i s  s l i ght l y  
underpowered and t hi s  l i mi t s  t he t ypes of  show i t  can 
comfortably amplify, "  continues Lidster.  "However it is much 
more robust and punchy than its predecessors.  For old style 
shows requi ri ng mi ni mal  and tasteful  ampl i f i cat i on i t  i s 
perfect .  We were abl e to put  LDSs i n each corner of  the 
Donmar auditorium and have each
column firing diagonally across the stage and into the opposite 
facing corners of the room.  This allowed each seating block to 
face its own left and right loudspeaker system,  which gave the 
amplification tremendous balance and clarity."

Li dster's desi gn for Paci f i c Overtures i ncludes ei ght 
L DS 7 0 0 s ,  Cr o wn  K 2  a mpl i f i e r s ,  a n  XT A  DP 2 2 6  
loudspeaker control system,  a Cadac E type mixing
desk,  12 Sennhei ser SK50/ 1046 radi o mi crophones 
using DPA 4060 mics for the actors and Neumann and 
Schoeps mics for the band.

" I  feel  Paci f i c Overtures i s one of the best soundi ng 
shows I  have ever designed, "  he concludes.  " I t is very 
sensitively ampli fied,  but the voices and instruments 
have a def i ni t i on,  warmt h and cl ari t y t hat  i s  bot h 
transparent and of  an extremely hi gh qual i ty.  Every 
seat in the Donmar has remarkable similarity of audio 
qual i ty.  And al l  these LDS attri butes have helped to 
ma k e  t h e  a udi e n c e  c ompl e t e l y  un a wa r e  of  a n y  
amplification. "

Sondhei m musi cals appear part i cularly sui ted to LDS's 
r i bbon t echnol ogy.  Aut ograph f i rst  used t hem on a 
production of Follies at the Royal Festival Hall last year 
desi gned by Aut ograph MD and sound desi gner Terry 
J ardi ne,  who i s now desi gni ng the sound for On Your 
T o e s  a t  t h e  s a me  v e n u e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
Autograph'sSimon Baker.

" We had great  success  l ast  year  on Fol l i es  wi t h t he 
LLW( LDS) ,  so I  had no hesi t at i on i n speci f yi ng t hem 
again for On Your Toes, "  explains J ardine.
" I ndeed t he producers act ual l y asked t hat  I  di d use 
't hose wonderf ul l y soundi ng di scret e boxes' -  a t rue 
recommendation! "

Both On Your Toes and Follies are recreations of previous 
productions mounted at the Leicester Haymarket Theatre 
and directed by Paul Kerryson.
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